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• 55 Pa. Code, § 3130.68 (relating to visiting and communication policies)(a) sets 
forth visitation policies. Child sexual abuse-related cases warrant further 
scrutiny in considering whether visitation is appropriate. Consider the following: 

o In conjunction with point three (3) of § 3130.68(a) – visitation is not in the 
child’s best interest and is limited or prohibited by court order. If the child 
genuinely does not want visitation to occur, there should be none; and, the 
child welfare professionals will have to work with the court to petition that 
no visitation should occur. The case record will have to reflect this 

decision and reasons supporting it. 

o In some cases, the child might want visitation or unsupervised visitation when 
professionals consider this not to be in the child’s best interest. In these 
circumstances, professional opinion should prevail and child welfare 
professionals will have to take appropriate steps to ensure the child’s best 
interest. In these and similar cases, the child welfare professional would 
have to work with the court to get approval for visits not to occur; and, this 

situation would have to be documented in the case record. 

• If/when visits occur, no unsupervised visitation should happen until the child feels 
that she/he will be safe and the perpetrator was assessed by a qualified Mental 
Health Professional and found not at risk to reoffend. In addition, if the child was 
removed from the home, visits should not occur in the home if it is likely that the 
environment will cause the child to once again be traumatized.  

• Assuming all parties want visitation, as the perpetrator (and other family members) 
make progress in treatment, visitation should be initiated and become 
progressively more liberal (i.e., more frequent, for longer periods, and with less 
supervision). As successive steps are taken to make visitation more liberal, it is 
important to make sure the victim (and her/his caregiver) want this change. The 
treatment team and/or the child's therapist should make these decisions. 
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